
Remodeling: Poly Molding
Alternatives to wood that can seal the deal By DEL WILLIAMS

FASTER INSTALLATION
Unlike wood or MDF, which
can require time-consuming
joining of multiple pieces and
handwork, polyurethane prod-
ucts can be moulded to the
right size and shape from the
start. This streamlines installa-
tion and lowers total cost, par-
ticularly when layering com-
plex profiles or attempting dif-
ficult crown moldings.

Polyurethane moldings can
also simplify crown moldings,
often considered to be one of
the hardest tasks in carpentry
because of the inside-outside,
double compound miter typi-
cally required. "Inexperienced

remodelers can end up throwing out more crown molding than they put
up," says Leuthel. "Using polyurethane molding instead of wood can cut
installation time in half, or even by three-quarters if using matching corner
blocks where appropriate."

For more info, call 800-567-3554 or visit architectural-ornament.com.

rmed with just a tool chest, his own labor and reputa-
tion, each remodeler must battle all others to win the
bid. One persistent challenge has been the limitations
of traditional molding materials in terms of detail, labor
and total cost. Lack the visual appeal and there's no
interest; take too long and there's no profit; botch a
job and there's no payment and no reputation.
Fortunately for savvy remodelers, in place of traditional
materials new polyurethane moldings with finer detail,

faster installation and lower total cost are providing a welcome competitive
advantage, including fewer fix-ups and more referrals.

THE RIGHT LOOK
Though wood or MDF are traditional material choices for molding, they
can lack the necessary detail or aesthetic flexibility to achieve the desired
look for a home or commercial building. "Some molding profiles you just
can't duplicate in wood," says Brian Leuthel, owner of Built Beyond
Design, a construction design and remodeling business.

Recently introduced polyurethane molding offers more aesthetic detail
and flexibility than wood due to its rigorous manufacturing process.
Because polyurethane products are molded, manufacturers are able to accu-
rately control the tolerances and profile mating from one piece to another.
This yields intricately detailed, yet sharp features permitting a wide variety
of attractive patterns.
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Matching corner blocks can save time
and reduce waste on crown molding
installation.

Millwaukee, Wis.-based Zilber Ltd. is known for
not doing anything halfway. Which is why when
they decided to do an experiment in Green con-
struction, they created a state-of-the-art living
environment outfitted with almost every sustain-
able feature imaginable. Heralded as the most
environmentally sustainable home ever built in
Hawaii, Zilber’s “Good Home” is expected to
garner a LEED-H Gold certification from the
U.S. Green Building Council, and has won the

“best of class” (single-fami-
ly, luxury) award in the
Building Industry
Association Parade of
Homes. It also won the
Design Achievement in
Architecture Award from
the American Institute of
Architects.

“The Good Home was
the culmination of our
design and construction
teams creatively pushing
the construction envelope
to build a prototype
home that we could adapt
elements from to use
at other projects around

“The main thing we learned from this project
was the importance of having an integrated team
approach that engages all the specialty trades up
front in the design process. This really allowed us

to do the extensive energy modeling that was
required to make the home function as a com-
plete system, and that kind of approach will con-
tinue to impact the way we build homes, no
matter where they are,” says Shane Jackson,
Zilber’s director of environmental projects.

Lessons learned in the Good Home are being
applied to Zilber’s other projects including
the current renovation of the massive Pabst
brewery in Milwaukee and at the company’s next
project on Maui, Milo Court, a subdivision of
duplexes at Kehalani.

the country,” says Mike
Mervis, Zilber’s assistant to
the chairman.

In addition to the standard
elements one would expect
to find in a LEED-rated home—such as low-
flow plumbing, solar power, and low-VOC mate-
rials—the Good Home forgoes carpeting in favor
of grinding the concrete foundation down to a
smooth terrazzo-
like appearance
that shimmers
with the brown,
green and red of
the local aggregate.
Countertops are
also made of
smooth-ground concrete, with 44 percent recy-
cled glass. Other features include bioswales,
extensive use of natural lighting and eucalyptus
hardwood floors.

One of the key features of the Good Home is
site orientation—which is strategically designed
to maximize natural light and wind-flow
throughout the day. Though some walls are 40
percent glass, they are located within deep
overhangs and covered lanais to offset unwanted
heat gain.

Zilber Ltd. By JONATHON ALLEN

“The Good Home
was the culmination

of our design and
construction teams
creatively pushing

the construction
envelope to build a

prototype home that
we could adapt ele-

ments from to use at
other projects

around the country.”
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Shane Jackson,
Zilber’s director
of environmental

projects, oversaw
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planning of the
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“The Good Home was the culmination of our design
and construction teams creatively pushing the
construction envelope to build a prototype home that
we could adapt elements from to use at other projects
around the country.”
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